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the difference had arisen in consequence of our
having demanded the passes through the Heema-
chul, which they, as faithful allies, had refused
to give. The Chinese attached no credit to the
representation, until they received, through their
own officers at Lassa, a long manifesto; which
the Supreme Government, knowing the relations
which existed between Katmandoo and the Celes-
tial Empire, thought it expedient to forward in
explanation of the real cause of war.

The Chinese now argued that there might pro-
bably be some truth in what the Goorkhas had
represented of our ambitious views, as so much
pains was taken to disavow, or, as they conceived,
to disguise them. Accordingly, it was determined
by the Court of Pekin that a force should immedi-
ately be directed to the quarter menaced; and
that one of the most confidential ministers, and a
military man, should proceed to ascertain the state
of things in Nipal.

So slow were the Chinese in executing their de-
termination, that the war was actually over before
their army was heard of at Katmandoo. In Sep-
tember 1816, however, the Governor-general re-
ceived, through the Sikhim Raja, a letter, written
in scarcely intelligible Persian, from a person
styling himself Shee Cheeoon Chang, Vizeer, or
Prime Minister, with whom were .associated the
chief authority of Lassa, and another principal
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